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In the face of the worst economic crisis since the Great Depression, ordinary Americans living far from the towers of Wall Street and the halls of Congress may feel powerless.  As foreclosures increase and school budgets decrease, we are left wondering, is there anything we can do?
President Obama has given us a clear solution.  In launching “United We Serve”, he has called on all Americans, of every background, to take responsibility for our communities by engaging in service this summer.  

Americans across the country are answering the call. Whether we commit a few hours of our vacation to volunteering at a soup kitchen or several hours each week to reading with a child, we must act with the knowledge that our fate as individuals is intrinsically tied to the fate of our communities and our nation.  
Please join us here (in our location. Tell your group’s story and stats – what is a problem in your community? How is your organization improving the community?)
Our nation already rely on volunteers to help meet critical needs and achieve countless goals.  Two–thirds of food pantries, and one in ten homeless shelters, rely entirely on volunteer labor, according to a recent Feeding America survey.  Volunteer drivers have connected more than 12 million veterans with health services in the last 20 years.  Last year alone, 61 million American donated 8 billion hours of service.

But there is much more to be done, particularly in the midst of a recession that is driving up demand for services while simultaneously squeezing the budgets of government agencies and non-profits.  

Only one in four Americans overall currently volunteers.  If we can increase that number the impact on our communities would be staggering.
Reading just five books with a child at a local library can virtually eliminate the learning loss that often occurs over summer vacation.  Organizing ten of your neighbors to replace their incandescent light bulbs with more efficient modern versions is the environmental equivalent of taking a car off the road for a year.  A faith-based group that raises $50 for a food bank can feed a family of four for a month.

With the launch of “United We Serve,” President Obama (through the Corporation for National and Community Service) has provided Americans with the tools we need to serve efficiently and effectively.  At www.serve.gov, organizations can post their needs, and potential volunteers can find opportunities in their own communities simply by entering their zip codes.
The site also features do-it-yourself tool kits that provide step-by-step instruction to finding and filling local needs, and a forum for sharing stories of success.  The blog highlights people with full-time jobs, families, disabilities, limited means and other challenges who find time every day to serve.
This summer, while Washington implements new fiscal policy, state governments retool their budgets and resource-strapped nonprofits stretch every remaining dollar, ordinary Americans must join in, roll up their sleeves, and do their part to build a culture of service that lasts long beyond one particular initiative. 

As the President said, “We can rebuild our schools, but we need people to be mentors and tutors at these schools.  We can modernize our healthcare system, but we need volunteers in our hospitals and communities to help care for the sick. We can invest in clean energy, but we need people to use energy efficient products in their homes and train for green jobs of the future.”

Here in [COMMUNITY], we have volunteer opportunities ranging from [EXAMPLE] to [EXAMPLE].  Where do you fit in?

